The history of medicine abundantly proves that many of the so-called incurable disorders of the human system are not so in reality, but only apparently beyond the reach of restorative influence for the time being, from imperfect knowledge of their true character, the proper means of relief and the recuperative power of nature. The natural history of disease shows that the most intractable disorders will sometimes resolve spontaneously by the unaided efforts of nature; and, if they do so occasionally without extraneous assistance, is it not reasonable to infer that they would do so more frequently by the aid of enlightened art ? Hence in the treatment of all so-called hopeless cases, intelligent and persistent effort should be made not only to relieve immediate suffering, but to correct derangement of every kind and promote complete recovery, giving the patient the benefit of the doubt in every instance, by working steadily for a favorable result even in the most unpromising conditions.
A. tendency to conservatism in medicine, surgery and dentistry, is a distinguishing characteristic of the healing art of the present day. The surgeon is no longer ambitious, as formerly, to be distinguished by his brilliant operations. On the contrary his reputation depends upon the intelligence, care and skill with which he labors to preserve and restore members and functions. To preserve the integrity of the physical organism and of the vital forces, and to restore diseased or wounded members whenever possible, may, therefore, be said to be alike the leading principle of surgery, of medicine and of dentistry.
The dentist is constantly called upon to extract teeth for the relief of pain and suffering, which, if he is properly educated and posted in his calling, he is quite certain need not be lost; and which, if he is honest to himself, he will refuse to extract. In operations on the teeth, conservatism may be displayed in a manner to which few give much heed. The dentist is in duty bound, to keep and to guard that portion of the human body which it is his province to treat, as much as the general surgeon is to save to the uttermost that which lies within the province of his art to treat. In fact, there are those in the profession who hold that there is a moral obligation binding upon all men not to mutilate the human body in the slightest degree beyond what is actually demanded as a "dernier ressort," to remove otherwise incurable disease, or in case of extreme suffering, or for the removal of obnoxious deformities.
Let lis, then, inquire as to the present status of the profession as regards this sort of practice, how we stand as in relation to the past, and what can be forecast regarding the future, touching some of the prominent points in relation to the subject which seem to demand special attention.
It is comparatively of late years that the pulps of teeth have received anything like conservative treatment from the majority of the dental profession.
" Vis medicatrix naturae" was not in their dictionary. They bad yet to learn the possibilities of nature in her efforts at restoration. The more the dentist learns about the dental pulp the more convinced does he become that the preservation of the pulps of teeth is an attainment of the first importance, and that it is his dutvj as a practitioner of the healing art, to do away with this destructive surgery and make every effort to the conservation of this organ whether in health or disease, because the integrity of the tooth is compromised in every ease of destruction, the enamel and dentine becoming friable and portions breaking away. To enable our patients to retain their teeth for along period of usefulness, should, therefore, be the aim of every member of the profession.
While it is admitted that, no class of cases in dental pathology is so hazardous and uncertain in diagnosis and successful treatment as that of the dental pulp, yet it is generally acknowledged that pulps can be saved, that pulps have been saved, and that they are susceptible to the same treatment as other tissues, and when injured must be repaired through a physiological process to restore thera to a normal condition. Recognizing the demands of this conservative principle, earnest men in the profession, believing it within the range of possibility, within the unfoldings of dental pathology, within the reach of the persevering student of dentistry, thirty-five years ago, or thereabouts, turned their attention toward devising some method of treatment of exposed pulps which should render it possible to fill such teeth and retain at the same time their vitality. 
